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A masterful blend of graphic reporting, illuminating interviews, and insightful analysis. Ghosts of
Afghanistan is the first account of Afghanistan's turbulent recent history by an independent eyewitness.

Jonathan Steele, an award-winning journalist and commentator, has covered the country since his first visit
there as a reporter in 1981. He tracked the Soviet occupation and the communist regime of Najibullah, which
held the Western-backed resistance at bay for three years after the Soviets left. He covered the arrival of the
Taliban to power in Kabul in 1996, and their retreat from Kandahar under the weight of U.S. bombing in
2001. Most recently Steele has reported from the epicenter of the Taliban resurgence in Helmand.

Ghosts of Afghanistan turns a spotlight on the numerous myths about Afghanistan that have bedeviled
foreign policy-makers and driven them to repeat earlier mistakes. Steele has conducted numerous interviews
with ordinary Afghans, two of the country's Communist presidents, senior Soviet occupation officials, as
well as Taliban leaders, Western diplomats, NATO advisers, and United Nations negotiators.

Comparing the challenges facing the Obama Administration as it seeks to find an exit strategy with those the
Kremlin faced in the 1980s, Steele cautions that military victory will elude the West just as it eluded the
Kremlin. Showing how and why Soviet efforts to negotiate an end to the war came to nothing, he explains
how negotiations today could put a stop to the tragedies of civil war and foreign intervention that have
afflicted Afghanistan for three decades.
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From reader reviews:

Randy North:

The book Ghosts of Afghanistan: The Haunted Battleground make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety
or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Ghosts of
Afghanistan: The Haunted Battleground to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
available and read a reserve Ghosts of Afghanistan: The Haunted Battleground. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Amy Medina:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Ghosts of Afghanistan: The Haunted Battleground why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Leo Osborne:

This Ghosts of Afghanistan: The Haunted Battleground is great reserve for you because the content that is
full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Ghosts of Afghanistan: The Haunted Battleground in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or
fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt which?

Cindi Russell:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Ghosts of Afghanistan: The Haunted Battleground
as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any
other book likes Ghosts of Afghanistan: The Haunted Battleground to make your spare time much more



colorful. Many types of book like here.
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