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Are ghosts, vampires, and other forms of “haunted presence” related to universal religious instincts? Are
emotions that play a part in religious ritual and narrative similar to those in classical works of Gothic fiction
such as Dracula, Frankenstein, The Turn of the Screw, and the tales of Edgar Allan Poe? Haunted Presence:
The Numinous in Gothic Fiction reveals the intersection of Gothic literature and contemporary theories about
the psychology of religious experience, positing that the two share the concept of the numinous, the human
response of awe in the face of the eternal.

           

Varnado offers a fresh and audacious analysis of the literature of the supernatural by employing insights
derived from the philosophy of religious experience. Ranging from the Gothic novel of the eighteenth
century to ghostly tales from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Varnado frames ghost stories as
ontological challenge to the reader. The challenge is not in the form of philosophical proposition, however.
Rather it is in the form of feelings and emotions that maintain a connection with the sense of reality. It is this
area of reality that Rudolph Otto called the numinous—the feeling of the supernatural—that stands at the
center of Gothic literature.

 

An understanding of this unique category of experience, aligned with its associated concept of “the sacred
and the profane,” exposes the purpose of ghostly literature and demonstrates the enduring relevance of this
mesmerizing genre.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Thomas:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever they have
because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Haunted Presence: The Numinous in Gothic Fiction.

Sharon Grace:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Haunted Presence:
The Numinous in Gothic Fiction book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Kimberly Gomez:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is definitely Haunted Presence: The Numinous in Gothic Fiction.

Mary Linkous:

Beside this specific Haunted Presence: The Numinous in Gothic Fiction in your phone, it could give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Haunted Presence: The Numinous in Gothic Fiction because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from today!
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