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Sophist Kings: Persians as Other sets forth a reading of Herodotus' Histories that highlights the consistency
with which the Persians are depicted as sophists and Persian culture is infused with a sophistic ideology.

The Persians as the Greek 'other' have a crucial role throughout Herodotus' Histories, but their
characterisation is far divorced from historical reality. Instead, from their first appearance at the beginning of
the Histories, Herodotus presents the Persians as adept in the argumentation of Greek sophists active in mid-
5th century Athens. Moreover, Herodotus' construct of the Sophist King, in whom political reason serves
human ambition, is used to explain the Achaemenid model of kingship whose rule is grounded in a
theological knowledge of cosmic order and of divine justice as the political good.

This original and in-depth study explores how the ideology which Herodotus ascribes to the Persians comes
directly from fifth-century sophists whose arguments served to justify Athenian imperialism. The volume
connects the ideological conflict between panhellenism and imperialism in Herodotus' contemporary Greece
to his representation of the past conflict between Greek freedom and Persian imperialism. Detecting a
universal paradigm, Sophist Kings argues that Herodotus was suggesting the Athenians should regard their
own empire as a betrayal of the common cause by which they led the Greeks to victory in the Persian wars.
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From reader reviews:

Thad Whitehead:

The book Sophist Kings: Persians as Other in Herodotus make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Sophist Kings:
Persians as Other in Herodotus for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and
read a book Sophist Kings: Persians as Other in Herodotus. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Emile Guzman:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Sophist Kings: Persians as Other in Herodotus offer you a new experience in
examining a book.

Rosalie Cox:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and Sophist Kings: Persians as Other in Herodotus or
perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need
to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other
book likes Sophist Kings: Persians as Other in Herodotus to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.

Jennifer Stanley:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year.
As we know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. With the book Sophist Kings: Persians as Other in Herodotus we can consider more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Sophist
Kings: Persians as Other in Herodotus. You can more pleasing than now.
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