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At first glance, St. Louis, Missouri, or any American city, for that matter, seems to have little to do with
foreign relations, a field ostensibly conducted on a nation-state level. However, St. Louis, despite its status as
an inland river city frequently relegated to the backwaters of national significance, has stood at the
crossroads of international matters for much of its history. From its eighteenth-century French fur trade
origins to post–Cold War business dealings with Latin America and Asia, the city has never neglected nor
been ignored by the world outside its borders. In this pioneering study, Henry W. Berger analyzes St. Louis’s
imperial engagement from its founding in 1764 to the present day, revealing the intersection of local
political, cultural, and economic interests in foreign affairs.

 

Berger uses a biographical approach to explore the individuals and institutions that played a leading role in
St. Louis’s expansionist reach. He shows how St. Louis business leaders, entrepreneurs, politicians, and
investors—often driven by personal and ideological motives, as well as the potential betterment of the city
and its people—looked to the west, southwest, Latin America, Europe, Asia, and the Pacific to form
economic or political partnerships. Among the people and companies Berger profiles are Thomas Hart
Benton, who envisioned a western democratic capitalist empire hosted by St. Louis; cotton exporters James
Paramore and William Senter, who were involved in empire building in the southwest and Mexico; St. Louis
oil tycoon and railroad investor Henry Clay Pierce, who became deeply involved in political intrigue and
intervention in Mexican affairs; entrepreneur and politician David R. Francis, who promoted personal and St.
Louis interests in Russia; and McDonnell-Douglas and its founder, James S. McDonnell Jr., who were part
of the transformation of St. Louis’s political economy during the Cold War.

 

Many of these attempted imperial activities failed, but even when they succeeded, Berger explains, the
economy and the people of St. Louis did not usually benefit. The vision of a democratic capitalist empire
embraced by its exponents proved to be both an illusion and a contradiction. By shifting the focus of foreign
relations history from the traditional confines of nation-state conduct to city and regional behavior, this
innovative study highlights the domestic foundations and content of foreign policy, opening new avenues for
study in the field of foreign relations.
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From reader reviews:

Jena Alvarez:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years
of Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Sam Current:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject St. Louis and
Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest
and Urban Crisisis a single of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Jennifer Trojanowski:

This St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis is brand-new way for you who has
interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this St. Louis and
Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

John Negron:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to



reach Chinese's country. So , this St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis can
make you feel more interested to read.
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