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One of the country's leading health economists presents a provocative analysis of the transformation of
American medicine from a system of professional dominance to an industry under corporate control. James
Robinson examines the economic and political forces that have eroded the traditional medical system of solo
practice and fee-for-service insurance, hindered governmental regulation, and invited the market competition
and organizational innovations that now are under way. The trend toward health care corporatization is
irreversible, he says, and it parallels analogous trends toward privatization in the world economy.

The physician is the key figure in health care, and how physicians are organized is central to the health care
system, says Robinson. He focuses on four forms of physician organization to illustrate how external
pressures have led to health care innovations: multispecialty medical groups, Independent Practice
Associations (IPAs), physician practice management firms, and physician-hospital organizations. These
physician organizations have evolved in the past two decades by adopting from the larger corporate sector
similar forms of ownership, governance, finance, compensation, and marketing.

In applying economic principles to the maelstrom of health care, Robinson highlights the similarities
between competition and consolidation in medicine and in other sectors of the economy. He points to hidden
costs in fee-for-service medicine—overtreatment, rampant inflation, uncritical professional dominance
regarding treatment decisions—factors often overlooked when newer organizational models are criticized.

Not everyone will share Robinson's appreciation for market competition and corporate organization in
American health care, but he challenges those who would return to the inefficient and inequitable era of
medicine from which we've just emerged. Forcefully written and thoroughly documented, The Corporate
Practice of Medicine presents a thoughtful—and optimistic—view of a future health care system, one in
which physician entrepreneurship is a dynamic component.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Hegland:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Corporate Practice of Medicine: Competition and
Innovation in Health Care (California/Milbank Books on Health and the Public). You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book The Corporate
Practice of Medicine: Competition and Innovation in Health Care (California/Milbank Books on Health and
the Public). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Eric Hough:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Corporate Practice of
Medicine: Competition and Innovation in Health Care (California/Milbank Books on Health and the Public)
will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some
of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Christina Ochs:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question
mainly because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need that The Corporate Practice of Medicine:
Competition and Innovation in Health Care (California/Milbank Books on Health and the Public) to read.

Elizabeth Smith:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The The Corporate Practice of Medicine: Competition and Innovation in Health Care



(California/Milbank Books on Health and the Public) will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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