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Los Angeles Magazine's #1 Music Book of the Year

A unique and revelatory book of music history that examines in great depth what is perhaps the best-known
and most-popular symphony ever written and its four-note opening, which has fascinated musicians,
historians, and philosophers for the last two hundred years.

Music critic Matthew Guerrieri reaches back before Beethoven’s time to examine what might have
influenced him in writing his Fifth Symphony, and forward into our own time to describe the ways in which
the Fifth has, in turn, asserted its influence. He uncovers possible sources for the famous opening notes in the
rhythms of ancient Greek poetry and certain French Revolutionary songs and symphonies. Guerrieri
confirms that, contrary to popular belief, Beethoven was not deaf when he wrote the Fifth. He traces the
Fifth’s influence in China, Russia, and the United States (Emerson and Thoreau were passionate fans) and
shows how the masterpiece was used by both the Allies and the Nazis in World War II. Altogether, a
fascinating piece of musical detective work—a treat for music lovers of every stripe. 
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From reader reviews:

David Ashworth:

This The First Four Notes: Beethoven's Fifth and the Human Imagination book is not really ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of The First Four Notes: Beethoven's Fifth and the Human Imagination without we realize
teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The First
Four Notes: Beethoven's Fifth and the Human Imagination can bring if you are and not make your bag space
or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This The
First Four Notes: Beethoven's Fifth and the Human Imagination having very good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jewell Brundage:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This The First Four Notes:
Beethoven's Fifth and the Human Imagination is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jesus Curry:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually The First Four Notes: Beethoven's Fifth and the Human
Imagination. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Luis Gonzalez:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book The First Four Notes: Beethoven's Fifth and the Human
Imagination was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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