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What Time is it There? is a history of worlds that encounter each other without ever meeting. The title comes
from a film by Tsai Ming-liang which explores the desire to conquer the barriers of space and time by
abolishing time differences and inventing substitutes for a coveted elsewhere. This preoccupation with other
worlds and consciousness of the differences that separate them have become a persistent theme of our world
today, shaped as it has been by the complex flows of people, images and ideas that we have come to
associate with the term 'globalization'. But the dismantling of closed worlds that gradually opened cultures
and peoples to one another is by no means new.

In this remarkable book, Serge Gruzinski takes us back to the early modern period and examines two
testimonies that require us to navigate between America and the Islamic world long before the images of
9/11 had entered our heads. One is a chronicle of the New World compiled in Istanbul in 1580, the other is a
Repertory of the Times written in Mexico in 1606, which dwells at length on the Empire of the Turks. Why
and how did the Turks come to know so much about America, and what made readers in Mexico ask
questions about the Ottomans?

Gruzinski conducts a dialogue between these two texts that emphasizes the singularities of the two visions,
that of Islam and that of America, each already keeping a watchful eye on the other and yet irreducibly
different, with this question always in the background: what did it mean to 'think the world' at the dawn of
modern times?
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From reader reviews:

Linda Caron:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled What Time
is It There? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Nicholas Tapia:

This What Time is It There book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This What Time is It There without
we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry What Time is It There can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This What Time is It
There having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Elvis Harris:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love What Time is It There, you may enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Miranda Wenger:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is What Time is It There this publication consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes
this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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